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Research Context
Traditional houses are not only architectural heritage. They also

show how people adapted to the environment and urban life.

Climate change, increasing population density, and the loss

of local cultural identity are major challenges for sustainable

urban development.

Traditional Chinese houses in Cho Lon have developed

through more than three centuries of migration, settlement,

and adaptation to Southern Vietnam.

These houses combine living and business spaces, natural

ventilation, skylights, and flexible functions.

This study examines their sustainable values and how

traditional spatial principles can be applied to contemporary

architecture and living-space design.



Research gap

Previous studies mainly focused on Chinese migration history, community culture, architectural types,

and housing characteristics.

However, fewer studies have examined the sustainable values of these living spaces in terms of

environmental adaptation, social life, cultural identity, and their ability to respond to modern urban

changes.

Research objectives

1.Identify the main characteristics of traditional Chinese living spaces in Cho Lon.

2.Analyze their sustainable values through spatial organization, climate adaptation, and community

activities.

3.Suggest ways to apply traditional spatial principles to contemporary design and urban heritage

conservation.

Research Gap
and Objectives
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Research area

Traditional Chinese houses in Cho Lon, mainly in former

District 5 and part of former District 6, Ho Chi Minh City.

Theoretical approach

The study uses Amos Rapoport's House Form and

Culture (1969) to examine the relationship between

housing form, spatial organization, culture, lifestyle, and

community activities.

Research Scope and Methods



Research direction
This study looks at traditional Chinese Vietnamese housing as a living-space model that includes environmental,

economic, social, and cultural values

Theoretical Background and Previous Studies



R E S U L T S  A N D  D I S C U S S I O N

Historical Development
Since the late 17th century, Chinese communities settled in Southern Vietnam.

Early settlements developed along waterways, supporting trade and handicrafts.

Saigon–Cho Lon's urban growth led to the development of commercial

shophouses.

Architectural Characteristics
A mix of Chinese traditions and French colonial influences.

Semicircular arches, balconies, pilasters, and iron railings.

Wooden shutters and louvered doors adapted to the tropical climate.

Historical Development and Architectural Characteristics

2 0 5 42 0 2 6L A R A N A ,  I N C .



RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Spatial Organization

Typical frontage: 4–12 m; depth: 15–25 m.
Ground floor: business, storage, and small-scale production.
Upper floors: family living, resting, and worship.
Skylights provide natural light and ventilation.

Spatial Flexibility
Street-front houses: living combined with business.
Alley houses: mainly family living.
Flexible spaces for different generations and daily needs.

Spatial Organization and Residents
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Materials, Colors, and Natural Conditions

2 0 5 42 0 2 6L A R A N A ,  I N C .

Materials and Colors

Brick, wood, roof tiles, iron, and =reinforced concrete.

Common colors: cream, yellow, green, blue, pink, and brown.

Materials and colors create Cho Lon's architectural identity.

Natural Conditions

Louvered doors support ventilation.

Deep eaves and balconies provide shade and rain protection.

Skylights bring daylight and fresh air indoors.



RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Passive Design Solutions
Louvered doors: Airflow, shade, and privacy.

Balconies and deep eaves: Sun and rain protection.

Skylights: Natural lighting and ventilation.

Internal courtyards: Air circulation and daily activities.

Social and Community Values
Live-work spaces support business and family

life.

Multi-generation living strengthens family

relationships.

Commercial activities maintain community

networks.

Cultural and Identity Values
Worship spaces preserve traditional beliefs.

Feng shui influences spatial organization.

Architectural details reflect cultural exchange.

Traditional houses maintain customs and

community identity.

Sustainable Values: Adaptation to Natural Conditions, Social and Community Values
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Sustainable Values: Economic Value and Adaptive Capacity



 Conclusion and Recommendations
 Key Findings

Traditional Chinese houses show environmental,
social, cultural, and economic values.
Flexible live-work spaces support family life and local
businesses.
Passive design helps adapt to the tropical climate.
Architectural features reflect cultural identity and
local adaptation.

Recommendations
Apply traditional spatial principles in contemporary
design.
Preserve architectural identity and historic
streetscapes.
Encourage adaptive reuse of traditional houses.
Connect heritage conservation with community life.

Main Conclusion
Traditional Chinese houses in Cho Lon offer valuable
lessons for sustainable architecture and urban
development.
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Cultural Characteristics of the Chinese Community's Way of Life
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